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Sic A Parcel O Rogues In Oor Nation

HAUR the Scots language is con-
cairned in the

Framework Convention For The Protection

of National Minorities, it micht juist as weel
be invisible. Whit references there is tae the
Scots language haes been a copy an paste job
oot 0 a 1995 Scottish Office scrieve cried the
Scots Language FactshedDeed, they hinna
taen the bother tae mak ony historical correc-
tions whaur they include in their report (Para
158) Scottish
Language Dic- | T h e
tionaries an
Dictionary of the

best
kythe for the Scots

an Labour/Lib-Dem governments syne 1995,

It &s interestin
prescriptive Scottish schuil curriculum ex-
cuise haes neder
tae the prescriptive application o baith the
English an Gaelic languages in Scottish
schuils. This wad suggest that there an easy
wey roond the non-prescriptive curriculum
excuise gin the will tae dae it is there an
therefore, it maun

t hi benheq/ill 0 pfst

an raisent
Scottish govern-

Scottish Tongue ments an thair
as twa sindry Ianguage the day Wad be civil  servant
Scots  language advisors  tae

organisations

Scottish National

Dictionary [ Q e

Association an

b e

the Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue T h e

haes amalgamated intae the Scottish Lan-
guage Dictionaries Ltd.Yin o the sair mis-
taks that kythes whan ye blin-like copy an
paste frae the bygane athoot giein the job the
respeck an attention that it cries oot for.

Juist like the 1995 Scots Language Fact-

sheet Para 156 o the report threaps that the

Executive recognises, respects an celebrate$ o r

the Scots languagen agane, juist as it says
in the same Factsheet, Para 157 threaps that
the Executiveobds

English Language 514 year aulds advo- cat egory
cates the inclusion o Scots an Scots litera-

ture intae the schuil curriculum
Howanever, whit it disnae threap is that the
Scottish schuil curriculum isnae a prescrip-
tive yin sae that the SE can only advocate or
advise. It cannae gar ony o thae suggestions
on onybody an sae, for aw that thae sugges-
tions haes been in place bi baith Conservative

Scots Tung WITTINS

wabsite at:-
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A hard copy 0 STW is sent free o chairge tae aw
maimbers o Scots Tung ilka month.
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for the UK Government
when in fact, the g the Scottish Executive

On the wab.
Mair raicent copies o the Scots Tung Wittins can
be gotten in pdf for

deliberately haud
back on giein oot
ony yuissfu help
c huc k et
language.
qguestion is,
Professor Joe LoBianco, an expert frae
Australia on the survival o Minority lan-
guages, said efter a visit tae Scotland that,
when a government talks a lot aboot
uphaudin a minority language but disnae dae
onythin positive tae support it, then thon
government daes in fact hae a secret agenda
thon | anguage
alane an howp that it dees oot on its ain frae
neglect. Whaur Scots is concairned, the abuin

Nat i o rRepbrt was wsdend ad fawn rickt intae this
Pr o f Seatsdamguade & coricdirred r y

Hert s

an the

Wor ds

RI'TIN in

magazine for Februar, kenspeckle
Scottish Magazine columnist o the year, Ron
Ferguson, speirs if
gregations tae hear
word in their ain language, Scots. He gies a
wee bit o the history o hou oor God cam tae
accidentally speak tae us in English insteid o
in oor ain language like He daes wi awbody
else. He threaps that it wis an awfu peety that

fhere hidpap begn a Seofs owersetfig § g g

Bible at the time o the Scottish Reformation,
a time whan the new prentin presses wis
comin intae yuiss an the fowk haed a hunger
for lairin. Haed there been yin, oor cultural
story micht hiv been telt a different wey.

As it wis, for aboot 450 year aw the bibles in
Scotl and cairryin
ten in the English language an it wisnae or

the Osc@¥s t
i Wh

Fowk 0s

ltifdn & Werk r khé $innerend o the 20t century that His

tae be a braw guid description o it.

U K feaethin Baes dhyngee ip Szattish Educatien. t hle Para 378 o the abuin Report, the Scottish
t -h oExecutivea in defehch @ whitaitbhisneenduin n o n

for Scots, says that it is committit tae intro-

b e aucin @ natiphablanguagés stvategy in aidya i r

2007, tae guide the forderin an uphaud o
Scot | and b sAwhoady kegsuaad@fe s
form o this strategy haes raicently been pitten
oot for consultation an, whaur the Scots
language is concairned, the words haes been
copied an pasted direct frae the abuin men-

Ntiqged{Report sge tpgt the pggponed strategy

disnae say onythin that isnae In the Report.
The Scottish Executive, in its repones tae the
European Charter for Regional or Minority
Languages,the Framework Convention for
the Protection of National Minoritiesan
noo wi thair proponed National Language
Strategy insults the intelligence o the Scots
nation bi pittin forrit the same waffle an
smokegcreen politicians haes been hiqiy ahint
syne 1995. It disnae hae an never haes haed
ony inténtm oQiéin ony worthwhile help tae
the Scots language nor tae the fowk that cries
it thair mither tung.

The best thing that cuid kythe for the Scots
language the day wad be for the UK Govern-
ment an the Scottish Executive tae be
chucked oot o the European Charter for
Regional or Minority Languagesan the

a nFraméwark Gonverttian €for fhes Pratdction e a \

of National Minorities, ower no makin ony
serious maucht tae cairry oot thair commit-
ments tae thae twa agreements whaur the
wad

words wis richtly chynged intae Scots in the
likes o the WL Lorimer New Testament in
Scatsd &
Roh enindk the tkme e ewis \meinisterso St n
Magnus Cathedral an whiles wad yaise texts
frae baith Lorimer an Stuart. The picter that
bides in his heid frae thae days wis hou he
cuid sense richt awa the meisure o congrega-
tional attention loupin up whan the Scots
texts wis yaised. This is a ferlie that Scots
Tung can weel identify wi. Whaur it haes
haed experience wi advertisin an Scots lan-
guage posters, it haes aye noticed hou weel
the Scots texts grips the ee for Scots isnae
whit maist fowk is expectin tae see but whan
they dae see it an recognise it for whit it is,

G ottleGsane kinoarfedli; comwds swer dhyire aswr i t

whan bumpin intae a lang lost auld freend.

4 amit &SlasgawBible.t &s r k



StAnza, a Scottish Celebration o Warld Poetry

Report

dife. [Blee ttelt & hoo whantinaBarcelbne, shé n McBdnough,
f r aWill, Robect datiéson, Dovglas Runn, Rébinc h y n
j al ous e o datesdnskit herhreadin Bnpossible, sas dd  Qrineah Jackie Kay. It wis sic a wunnerfae

T6S a surreal

gey

Andrews durin StAnza,Scot | and O6wi sp oteaea yhi v

festival. I

warl ddés wvairsion o
speckle faces aw melled intae ae sma place,
tho there wis nae si

pit tae be in Cannes. StAnzajs noo in its 10t
year an as pairt o its celebrations the organis-
ers makit it a 5 day ongaun insteid o the usual
fower. | wis canny eneugh tae tend for twa o
thae days an tho StAnzafeatured poets frae
aw the airts o the warld, | taen particlar tent o
the Scots souch in the program.

In the sma scale grandness o St Andrews
Pairlament Ha, a warld premiere wis hauden
o Drift Rain on Moorland Standt wis gien

an innin in croose Scots bi St An Prawd sr i

Clegg. This suite haed been commissioned bi
the Music Centre o the University o St An-
drews. Richard Ingham, a visitin jazz profes-
sor, haed a chance meetin wi Aimée
Chalmers, editor o The Singin Lass bi
Marion Angus.The ootcome o this wis the
production o the suite written tae accompany
16 o Marion Anguséb

read bi Aimée Chalmers an the music played
bi the Heisenberg Ensemble, directit bi Rich-
ar d I ngham. As the
aroondo the poems,

chime wi the souch o the words. This reinged
frae the discordant for The Strangerstrang,
sudden even soonds like the pangs o emotion
for Jealousy;slaw waltzing an chirrupin for
the wistfu, ironic

Turn of the Dayan the repeatin , triumphant
bl awin o fAthe
The Lane Kirkyaird.The unique ongaun wis
highly chairged. The effeck on the apprecia-
tive audience wis amazin, movin some tae
tears. Thereds ett]l
I wis moved tae tears masel durin yin o the
Dead Poets Sessioméan Janet Paisley read
poems bi Violet Jacob. Appropriately for the
Fest i v alHomelartdh andnExjleshe
includit The Howe o the Mearns poem
aboot a young man bidin in England an
yearnin for his nor-east hame whaur he
howps tae see oot his hinnermaist days. Pais-
ley aptly yaised the metaphor o waves tae
descrive Jacobds
follaed bi cutty yins. Tae shaw the reinge o
Jacobds war k, frae

deeply movin as weel as her abeility tae pit
Scots intae the mooth o her characters, the

hi ndmarymobthaimr umpet 6s

bi Scots Tungos

read

Stravaigin
Eleanor

Reporter
Livingstone, Colin

Che Hl'roer she haed tae leamu a Qatdlaa wum-k edamocratic exercise tae hae poets wi aiblins a

man tae read in Arbroath Scots! Paisley hen-

cupple o pamphlets ablow thair belts tae get

gered the audiehce thabif aiCatatpn wurhnzart 6 tee readhor thee same bill as the likes o the ae-

can dae it, sae can you!
Janet Paisley read frae her ain wark later on

time US poet laureate, Mark Strand (that
politely chaise a braw, cutty poem) an big

that day as pairt o the Voices of Scotland names the likes o Alan Spence, Alastair Reid,
program. As wi Drift Rain on Moorland Gwyneth Lewis (the ae-time Welsh poet

Stane,it wis gien an innin in articulate Scots

bi Drew Cl egg. He
|l eido an speirt
guestion, fils Scots

answerin hissel an the audience succinctly wi
il anguages hae
eso. Wil lie

telt o a student that approached him efter a
readin in Scots
been writin in Gaelic! Hershaw read a walin
o0 his wark frae ower the years, includin frae

his latest pamphlet Fifty Fife Sonnets Course T hi s

and FineThi s
privilege o hearin Willie live. The blateness

is in his presence an aw. He writes strecht
frae the hert an | awn up tae anither guid

tWhite LichtaruBeds.He hg pg & d
fear o]
the | ast
series 0 miniature pamphlets cried Poetry for
Allt hat 6s

Her shawods

Mak your leid come fae your hairt

itds no your

Eotagouwnérertdhehai pi m

tae mak your leid be love.

Hear the future rings tae us

clear the future sings tae us

speir the future brings tae us

a leid for aa mankind, a leid caaed love.

Janet Paisley read next but first set the audi-
ence anither henner concairnin the Scots

f r elapguae tt wiy taeitrg gaun dae $pannag

tellin

c @ Portugesela Coorsm she didh acleowvledgeu s

that knowledge o ony language gies an innin
intae the yuiss o ithers. In her poem Ham-

program includit Change o Deils, Last of the eland, her Scots vairsion cuid hiv juist been

Tinkler, Rejectedan Wild GeeseHer rendi-
tion o The Whustlin Ladthat tells the tale o
the fly dochter pretendin tae be kind tae her
mither whan she really wants time wi this
6cheery, cheeryo wh
evidently happy memories tae the Chair,
Colin Will, that intrigued us aw! He went on
tae tell the audi
tae see the botanical paintings, donatit tae the
Royal Botanical Gairdens in Edinburgh, duin
bi Jacob the time she wis in India. Paisley
spake o the importance o readin a poem oot
lood. It can be ower easy tae skim ower
words. Tae gie words a vyce is tae gie them

enc@eTtihak

aboot Scotland. Owerset intae English, the
meanin turns univairsal. Coorse, thon cuid be
interpretit positively or negatively aw lip-
penin on yer pynt o view. Like her, | cuid
wtaangly iidentifyl wa ¢he vych iinoher HHal-
| owe 6 e nCriepl ®@okmwhaur a wum-
man chases modern day guisers for sayin

The biggest ongaun at StAnzataen place on
Sunday at the Golf Hotel whaur ower the day
100 poets read thair wark. Shuirly a first for
Scotland at least! Amang the Scots poets |
heard wis Willie Hershaw, Maureen Sang-

laureate) an Jackie Kay. Kay haes yin o thae

s pwycksee cuad lidien the €or aye.oHeravarm an
t h e guidawillec peiisoeality chines throh ehdr

veords! Idap maitter hoe aft gerhearaher @ad
her poems, they aye seem sae caller. Her

whaur she read 10 o her poems an walins frae

t a e tvea pvarks o prokej wis a tebcht. The @uttyg

story she read frae, entitelt Robin, haes guid
Scots dialogue.

(0

t he
oric
al ec

| e x i c oaokgn; the 8yireaTheare Wi ghe Diracwr og | 0 s
He r s h athe Sasttisk PodatrjnLabrar/, Robys Marsacle a d e r

he

y e ar OHomelahds amd Exilewi s

wi s the f i ras Poettyiamlethe IMévihg Image dI & vhee ¢
tainly been left wi rowth 0o ma ain movin
paone mish.o cThhtei epmeesms t wiag inages, Wwaeie witnessed mutkle ifusion bthes p o
airts the | i keaMorksowithwi | |
Poetsan Michael Marra thon fabulous word-
gneet durinchis rsadire ceBdadk WatchnClear nsmith whase music is a mell o conterin ideas
b at ehhag Siammatksd somet hin ne
parochi al i s m modest marhttatybidey raitedsnehis S8attish{ s .
t hing on Heesssit eiva dsckle nelesnope.tae samter e a
warld an cleek it tae his Dundee wi wit an
been br ocht canpassioni Ihwistbrave taelb&Samimg thaa mar
vthatebelieves poeByp shuid hegfieesan \Witlieni weel kent faces in this temporary village o
B beid nadaed Lqv® e poets whaur the only bling in sicht wis the
b1 a st gparkle athair talent. © Irene Broon
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ereed. Makar’'s Neuk
A Parcel Of Rogues In A Nation
Fareweel to aw our Scottish fame,
Fareweel our ancient glory,
Fareweel even to the Scottish name
Sae famed in martial story.
Now Sark rins oo6er the So
And Tweed rins to the ocean,
To mark where Englanfdds p
Such a parcel of rogues in a nation!
Spani ards t he|whatforce or guile could not subdue a di
Through many warlike ages
Is wrought now by a coward few
For hireling traitorpd wa
The English steel we could disdain,
Secure in valourdés sfpatio
But English gold has been our bane -
Such a parcel of rogues in a nation!
{ O would, ere | had seen the day
That treason thus could fell us,
My auld gray head had lien in clay
~ N .| Wi Bruce and loyal Wallace!
heodr ozEh 0| But pith and power, till my last hour,
| 611l mak this declarption
Webre bought and s-ol fd for
Such a parcel of rogues in a nation!
Robert Burns (1759-1796)
Janet Paisley, lan

ster, Rab Wilson,




