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HERE no mony o us alive the day that

can leuk back on a time whan there wis-
nae ony Oor Wullie or The Broons Wis
thare ony o us that misfortunate that we did-
nae aye leuk forrit ilka Sunday as bairns, tae
giein oor Granny a veesit an gettin haud o the
Fun Sectionoot o her Sunday Postsae we
cuid read the weekly adventures an ongauns
o0 the only fowk in the papers that spake oor
ain language?

It wis Oor Waullie alang wi Maw an Paw
Broon that gied maist o us oor grundin in
hou tae read oor ain language, Scots. llka
Christmas, baith the Oor Wullie Annual an
The Broons Annual taen year aboot in
hel pin tae fill oor
taen year aboot bein the best sellin buik for
bairns in Scotland.

Scots language best sellers hisnae exackly
been hoatchin atween the airlie edeitions o
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-heroes?

Robert Burns an Oor Wullie but things is  Grant an illustratit bi Cam Kennedy, the

stertin tae leuk a sicht mair hertnin thaedays kenspeckl e Scottish te
wi the hamecominothe | t ¢ h'y mGckleo 6 lunners o comic titles the likes o Judge
reinge o Scots readin buiks for bairns. Here ~ Dredd, Strontium Dog, Batman an Star
agane, the appetite for readin oor ain lan-  Wars. Thae twa Scots language graphic nov-
guage an hearin its words in oor heids haes  els haes experienced the same appetite amang
hystit the 6best s elthegourg fowkiolSeottpnd fobbuiks mwrittetnwa o

buiks in particlar. An owersettin intae Scots o in thair ain language.

t wa o Roal d DaThd Eejits s tltovadibe isterestin theesed hou they wad
an Geor di eds Mi nbgith med Mkl faec thenngdren comic graphic novels
thair turn o bein t hthirselsgisthey ver@werset imtae $ceisitae. n 6 s |
the Capital ds Wat er st Whitendirdat for a team the likes o Alan

Waverley Books brocht oot a Scots lan-  Grant an Cam Kennedy tae fetch oot a
guage graphic novel o Robert Louis Steven-  Scots vairsion o aw the graphic novels they
sonds 6Ki dnéakpipdendadphis i afuéthses th the oncome. Whit an inlat for a
wié tfiollaed tthiis gear wisahither RLE classic a Bcottishdgevernment speirin advice on whit
ciedthe6Unco Case o0 Dr they euk gae tae foedar theNdeots language.
Hy ded. Giein aw the Scots speakin young fowk the

Apairt frae the owersettin intae Scots, baith  inlat tae hear thair super-heroes yaisin thair
thae graphic novels wis written bi Alan  ain language maun shuirly be worth a shot.

r ne o s O NOV

A review bi Irene Broon (owerset intae Scots bi the Editor)

OVA SCOTIA is the quartet piece tae

John Byrneods
first ane o whilk, The Slab Boyswis first
performed 30 year syne at the Traverse in
Edi nburghdés Gr essme
lie Park in Paisley, in an auncient pile some-
whaurs in the NE o Scotland, the three heid-
maist characters, Phil McCann, Lucille Bent-

|l ey an George 6Span
bi chance. Chance juist happens tae be the
name o Philb6s new

pairtner, Didi, a video-ai rt i st ,
short leet for the Turner Prize. Juist like

we e |

comic action. There the rinnin joke aboot juist richt as weel!

Phiulv@&s sttruidioog yt, h att be Idis paigodal ietrast ira adaeb eni maii parn  t a
6pil ed an is cri ed atwetlahinshuinifs gepvecel feea wireferences f o | |
l ounge areao, fAa | e ataeabradkin-kifd b shen alRaogéy signifi- V e n
rcwt . a Faur . moast Feu scantgshacadvert! phereofacical taigelt wires r  ar
an whi 't mi c ht be a it Spaakyydeuldimeas swh gn
feeble erectiono. Fthiemec haa act @l ayes BWerd

paintins brocht tae life; an eemitatin it above wur fireplace. .
ke \Wwaave edd owenk ed 1 d giaWoteu | hdi vynoaue ngorto wbeed buept.t
As Spanky threaps atthendipempt aceée€br ishtawAl

amighgyi dl edbkhtat y oen gcennael 1t ngo s iaukdt farrantt worls liken 6 |

ma w!woi r e lPehsisld, mibglot c thaivr 6
play opened an feinisht wi the Everly

thgaedtsi mon fhre ma
swapped his slab for a canvas, makin his

whan Bill Wyman threapit tae ill-taen aulder name i n the Airt wa rBlrd t @&omne @oBepGomell dodt thabPhils p a |
musicians o the day that they (The Stones)  ette knife for a plectrum, mellin wi the gret  Spanky an Lucille will never really be gane
haed got the siller, she awns the said auncient  an the guid o the Rock warld, but whan they  forever frae the Scottish psyche.
pile tho Phil believes that nane o her genera-  meet they suin revert tae type. They ex- The shaw ran frae 25 Aprile tae 24 Mey
tion A. .can dr aw tchyngs quivkeire anter in thelWesbodSgot- | 2008ats$he Traverse Theatre Edinburgh
In the mids o aw this tension o0 auld luves an  land urban vyces an rhythms that Byrne haes © Irene Broon
rivalries, Nancy Rice, an airts correspondent  the perfeck lug for wi lines the likes o
is ettlin tae record a wireless interview wi Spankyés tae Nancy R|ice S@olpsqumg V\MTTIlM)S p Or tr
Phi l that he believes Wwet] @eNowi pl sshwhnt to \fﬁe for big
colossus of contemporary Caledonian cul- | ar oi d, naw?o. The |t wa e t’ ructii ma
tureo. As whi t mi clstt i Ebi deber detsaea i we a rGipies o the ScotsdTchgoWittinsdgaun batkstagrle e t h
denouement tae The Slab BoysPhil shock- 6babed or o6sugar &Slab TMHrelycan begogen in ydf fomat frag Seots a e
ingly lairns at the hinneren o the play that his ~ Boys stylised English crack wi words like Tungds wabsite at:
puir mitheros madnes&olwi smean os,c hd e phirlell  ERAVWIYSCOESELLUNG.€@MM u ms 6 ,
efter aw, but raither the ootcome o sexual 6a t addé as easy as AnGddpyD STW £ sbnfrs @cﬁaurgetta@aﬁ/ ik
abuise bi her faither, wi Phil hissel bein the 6 whd&you cry himé, o616 m mﬁiﬁbe%oSt?ot@'lngllkaQantﬂ oterind
ootcome. O6stupokind or 6hunnelr s ha st
This michtnae soond like the cantie-est o the reality o the wey fowk can speak but ma'ézbi?lzh's?Ubscre'v'ns 'SIES,(SCOt%nd/ dK)
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tales, but its mirkness is telt wi surreal wit an Byrneds skildl O Wwr i tji K It f—ie get(s tUI%e swe
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Migraasje

aince heard a conversation atween twa

Scandinavians, ane frae Sweden an ane
frae Norway. Whan | speirt whit language
they war speakin in, | wis telt that the Swede
wis speakin Swedish an the Norwegian wis
speakin Norwegian an yet the conversation
wis seamless. This cam back tae me whan |
read the pamphlet Migraasje migration
wirds, no cause Scots an Frisians cuid neces-

Migraasje

migration 0 wirds

Versions
in Scots & Shetlandic
from Frisian

Edited by Eleanor Livingstone

sarily hae sic a fluent crack wi ane anither
but cause the walin o owersettins pints up the
close link atween t
the organic natur o language itsel. Frisian is
spoken bi ethnic groups in the Netherlands an
Ger many. ltds si mil
can be unnerstuid tae an extent bi Dutch an
Dani sh speakers.
Great Yarmouth cuid unnerstaund fishermen
frae Friesland cause o the history o tredin
links atween the twa places.

Migraasje migration o wirdgs a walin o
19 owerset poems, alang wi 6 in the original
Frisian. Eleanor Livingstone, the editor o the

pamphlet, gaed tae 6 Scottish poets

Juist a Maitter o Taste

EOVE heard tell
auld pal, the Rev .M. Jolly, a wee
while back haed been ower in Americae tae
veesit some auld freends. On the wey hame,
fleein ower the Atlantic tae Glesca, he stertit
tae feel mair an mair wabbit an jet-lagged the
nearer he got tae the airport an he stertit
thinkin tae hissel that bi the time he got hame
he wad be that tired that he maist like widnae
be able tae get tae sleep at aw. He thocht that
it micht be better tae stop aff an get a full
body massage on the wey hame frae the air-

port an that wey he micht get a better sleep.
Sae richt eneuch, he stopped his taxi in
Sauchiehall Street on the wey hame an gaed
intae a massage parlour an speirt for a mas-
sage. This bonnie wee Chinese lassie taen

- migration
A review bi Irene Broon (owerset int

(Christine de Luca, Rab Wilson, Liz Niven,
Willie Hershaw, Alexander Hutchison an
Janet Paisley) wi the 6 Frisian poems in the
collection an speirt thaim tae repone tae
thaim in thair ain Scots dialeck. Thae poets
cam frae Glesca, Dumfries an Galowa, Shet-
land, Buckie, Fife an the Central airts. The
ootcome is a set o pairsonal interpretations
refleckin il ka
an vyce.

The idea for the front kivver that cam frae
poet Jim Carruth, shaws twa groups o words,
lik a sindert flock o geese. llka side o the

6fl ockd shaws the
an Frisian words. | hivnae heard Frisian spo-
ken an ités ootlin

pin for the near shared words wi the Scots an
coorse the praisence in the pamphlet o the

mair fameeliar Scots owersettins. There
f ower vairsions 0]
Frisian poem Each an Sipel t hat 6 s

is,
It mantsje stapt de winkelstrjitten troch,
der binne in soad winkels.

O wirds
ae Scots bi the Editor)

aboot, | saw immediate parallels wi Scots, an
I wis taen wi thair passion an pride in the
language, an wi hou young an dynamic they
made the Frisian poetry scene soond. |
wanted tae unnerstaund hou a minority lan-
guage wi a rural hertland cuid hae sic a con-
temporary an progressive thrust tae it, an yet
at the same time honour its bardic tradeition -

p o e t Otlwee tanesrin Rettergare whienel rmengoned

Frisian, fowk wrate doon for me the name
oanemuch | oded blinn
poetry frae memory. Then efter some re-
search, | lairnt that Scots an Frisian is cousin
get the | anguages i

| wunner hou
Scots poetry scene wad soond tae an inquee-
sitive veesitor tae Scotland?

Tséad Bsuinja, €drnalia \zarader Wal, Abe de
Vries, Anne Feddema an Elmar Kuiper.

The Frisian poems wis owerset intae English
bi Susan Masotty an David Colmer.

s ilbanregsa gaet sw,e eann stohmen Smak |

nt ae

tla eh avem dMiognr atahsej ep ahgaee se xc
6young

C o Then Ferisian poetsvisa Albertithae Soepbddta | 6 s
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Christine de Luca6s Endiwordbi&amesRolertsomai r si on ha
been cried Eye an Ingin, Migraasje  migration o wirdsvairsions in
Da peerie man daundered trou da shoppin Scots & Shetlandic frae Frisian editit bi Elea-
streets nor Livingstone, publisht bi Stravaigers.
der a lock o shops. ISBN 978-1-905939-15-2 price £3.50
Rab Wilson cries his Ee an Ingan, Cheques/ PObds shuid be n
The wee man daundert throu streets thrang Eleanor Livingstone at 57 Station Court,
wi shoppers, Leven, Fife, KY8 4RP.
there are a wheen o shops.
Alexander Hutchison cries his Ee an Ingan, © Irene Broon
an aw
hEheéeé waeé amgnrige st alss wa e Makar'@ Neuks hgdps
-therebés plenty o thpm.
an William Hershaw cries his Ee and Ingan,
a The wea man Dands i measagedP a ni s HEACHAN SIPEL
daunderin ben the wheen o Johnny Aathins. | It mantsje stapt de winkelstrjitten troch,
| t 6 sThas exampllarsto khesindryf owessditiasrism € rler birinéi® soad winkels.
testament tae the richness o Scots, mair parti- .
clar whan yaised bi writers that speaks it an Cornelis van der Wal
aw. EYE AN INGIN
Edito r El eano r _L i Vi nlgaspéeﬁenm%n dgu%cJert(adtr@ueda nWhen
I met Elmar Kuiper an Tsead Bruinja in Rot- :
. . shoppin streets
terdam in 2006 an they spake aboot Frisian, a der a lock 0 shops
language an culture that I then kent naethin '
Christine de Luca
EE AN INGAN
The wee man daundert throu streets
thitn Beh tae Bnie d thiei masskige! thblesoam [8fts | thrang wi shoppers.
him tae get his claes aff an hyste hissel on tae | th€re @ wheen o shops
the table. When she came back she stertit tae Rab Wilson
gie him a full body massage.
The Rev felt richt guid as the glamour frae S INEAY
the |l assieds fingerdTherwee hmanmliei d aklaea f
back intae his wabbit muscles an he stertit shops
feelin better areddies. -therebds plenty o hem
_Efter the massage wis feinisht, here she Alsemnilar Euitasn
climbed up ontae the table an lay face doon
on tap o him sae they war lyin cheek tae EE AND INGAN
ch_eek an she whispert intae his lug, i Wa d “Fhe wee man gangs his messages,
l'i ke some super s eX?|0gaunderin ben the wheen o Johnny
Coorse the Rev didnae bat an ee afore he Aathins.
reponed, i Funny y e shui d say t hat hen
cause the wey A6m felelin the noNliamHegshawy 4 ¢
mind a wee plate o slup. o




